
 
 

CITY OF ALLEGAN 
 

Historic District Commission 
Allegan City Hall 

231 Trowbridge Street, Allegan, MI 49010 
Monday May 2, 2022, 7:00pm 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Call to Order    

 
2. Attendance 

 
 

3. Business Meeting 
 

4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes – April 4, 2022 
 

5. Public Comment 
 
 

6. Applications 
 

6A.1 – 219 Hubbard - Sign 

 
7. Staff Approval 

 
8. Other Business 

 
9. Staff/Commission Comments 

 
 

10. Adjournment 
 

 
 



 
 

CITY OF ALLEGAN 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
Held at Allegan City Hall 

231 Trowbridge Street, Allegan, MI 49010 
On Monday April 4, 2022, 7:00pm 

 
 

 
1. The meeting was Called to Order at 7:02 p.m. by Chairman Quinones-

Walker 
 

2. Attendance  
 Present: Dave Redding, Stacy Todd, Jason Raymaker, Eddie Quinones-Walker,  

 Alan Sopko, and Kristin Stein. 

  Absent: none (with one vacancy) 

Also Present: Parker Johnson, Assistant City Manager, Lori Castello, PCI, Historic 
Preservation Coordinator/Zoning Administrator. 

 
3. Business Meeting- no items 

 
4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes – March 17, 2022 

 Previous meeting minutes to be amended as follows:  

• Should say “HDC meeting” 
• Cutler Street to be amended 
• Fix Stein’s name spelling 

 Motion to approve as amended by Quinones-Walker with support from Redding.  

 The Motion passed unanimously. 

 
5. Public Comment- none 

 
 

6. Applications 
 
6A.1 – 128 Locust Street – Commercial Building façade 
alteration/rehabilitation: 

Robert Doornbos Project architect explained the project which will involve 
removal of the current pebble exterior and restoration and re-painting of the 
original painted brick underneath it. He hopes that the brick is in relatively 
good shape. Window openings not to be changed but windows will be 



replaced as shown. Chair Quinones-Walker reminded the applicant that if the 
required brick work turns out to be extensive, it will need to come back 
before HDC for review. 

Alan asked how much cornice work is left intact; architect is unsure but 
anxious to see how much is left.  

The plans indicate re-installation of a door that appears to have been there 
from what they can see so far, which the HDC approves; however if further 
investigation determines a door was not originally there, the applicant 
understands they need to come back for review/approval to add the opening 
into the building. 

Motion by Quinones-Walker to approve based on compliance with state 
preservation standards1, 2, 3, 5, and 14. Support by Raymaker.  

The motion was unanimously approved. 

7. Staff Approvals- none 
 

8. Other Business- none 
 

9. Staff/Commission Comments 
• Sopko asked the HDC to consider whether it would be possible to 

ask owner for historic documentation to show value in historic 
minded façade and restoration instead of modernization. 

• Redding asked Lori Castello to discuss a phone call received from a 
resident (who is outside of the historic district) stating she was told 
by Home Depot that they would not sell her windows until she had 
HDC approval. Castello explained to the Commission that the 
property owner contacted her but Castello verified she lived outside 
of the Historic District and no approval was needed. 

• Redding suggested that the HDC consider requiring a structural 
engineer report on the Stein residence prior to any HDC approval to 
verify whether the home was rocked off its foundation from a 
vehicle crashing into it. Castello noted she will look into this for 
future cases, however the HDC has already ruled on that matter and 
the Building Official has that authority at this point if he deems it 
necessary. 

 
 

10. Adjournment: Chairman Quinones-Walker adjourned the meeting at7:22 pm 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO:   City of Allegan Historic District Commission 

FROM:  Jason Derry, Zoning Administrator/ Historic Preservation Coordinator 

DATE: May 2, 2022 

RE:   The Arc of Allegan County – Sign – Engelsman 

 

The Historic District Commission is scheduled to hear a request from Stacy Engelsman of Beyond 

Bones, interested party, to install a projecting wood sign with printed, laminated faces on an existing 

arm. 

 

GENERAL OVERVIEW 

Property Information and Surrounding Area 

This property is located at 219 Hubbard Street, also known as Permanent Parcel Number 51-305-027-00, 

within the Old Town Allegan Historic District. It comprises 0.04 acres (1,740 square feet) and is owned by 

The Arc of Allegan County. It is currently zoned C-1 Central Business District. 

Information provided by Applicant 

The applicant has completed the application to the Historic District Commission and provided renders of the 

proposed sign face and location and details regarding its material and composition. 

 

RELEVANT LANGUAGE 

Historic District Handbook Design Guidelines for Decks 

“Signs are one of the most prominent visual elements on a street. Well-designed signs add interest, color, and 
variety to building facades and streetscapes; poorly-designed signs can cause visual clutter and be a major 
distraction from a well-designed storefront or converted residential building. The AHDC only reviews the “design” 
of the proposed sign for its appropriateness in the historic district. A separate sign permit application will need to 
be submitted to the city building official for compliance review with the City Zoning/Sign Ordinances before 
application is made with the AHDC. Contact the Historic Preservation Administrator at Allegan City Hall for further 
details. 

1. The following types of signs may be acceptable: painted or applied wall signs, projecting signs, signs on 
awnings or canopies, and freestanding signs. 

Findings:  The proposed sign is to project from a structural stud on the façade above the picture 

windows. It is to hand from a proposed decorative steel bracket. 
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2. Shapes include the rectangle, square, and oval. 

Findings:  The proposed sign does not fall into any one of these shapes but is largely comprised of an 

oval with an intersecting, rounded rectangle on the ends. The shape is, while not listed, 

typical of traditional businesses and likely not to alter the character of the street in any way. 

3. Lettering on the inside of windows or glass door and interior window signs are permitted without design 
review. 

Findings:  A smaller logo is proposed for the glass on the entrance door within the exterior cutout, like 

the adjacent businesses. 

4. Wood is the most traditional sign material, but a variety of other materials may be approved on a case-by-
case basis. 

Findings:  The proposed sign is to be of an aluminum composite construction. While perhaps less 

traditional than wood, aluminum is still more characteristic of the business district than a 

vinyl or other contemporary proposal might be. 

5. Lettering may be carved, applied, or painted. 

Findings:  Lettering and finish in general is not specified. 

6. The font style will be reviewed as to its appropriateness to the surrounding streetscape and neighborhood. 

Findings:  Font is friendly in keeping with the 

approachable character of dogs and other 

related subject matter.  The tagline “Treats 

with a BIGGER purpose” is similar to a 

simple Calibri or Ariel font—two typefaces 

that are not abrasive to the traditional 

downtown aesthetic). 

7. Colors should be compatible with the building and the surrounding buildings—a sign is more easily read 
when the letters or graphics contrast with the background color. 

Findings:  Background color is a white, which matches the ceiling and doors within the exterior cutout. 

Other major colors include black and red, which makes for a very bright combination. The 

HDC may wish to determine in its discussion whether the bright red of the logo clashes with 

the dark, earthy red of the brick façade and the lighter, coral/orange of the eastward 

neighboring storefront. 

8. Signs may be lighted indirectly with exterior fixtures, however internally lit signs (backlit plastic) are 
generally not approved. 

Findings:  Not applicable. No lighting is proposed. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

Conclusion 

Based on the application submitted, the proposed sign may fit the guidelines for signage within the Historic 

District. The HDC may choose to approve or suggest alternative work if it finds the application does not meet 

historic district guidelines based on Secretary of Interior and City of Allegan Standards. I have attached a copy 

of these standards with my observations and encourage the HDC to review these standards to support a 
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decision to approve, approve with conditions, or deny the request.  I hope the information provided is helpful 

to you as you consider this alteration request. If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to 

contact me and I will assist in any way that I am able. You may reach me by phone at either (616) 877-2000 

Ext. 215 or by email at jderry@pcimi.com. 

Thank you for your time.   

 

Sincerely,  

 
Lori Castello 

Zoning Administrator/HDC Preservation Coordinator 

Professional Code Inspections of Michigan, Inc. 

 

 

 

AERIAL VIEW OF THE PROPERTY— Outlined in Blue 
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City of Allegan Historic District Commission 

Findings of Fact 
All decisions by all bodies of government both elected and appointed are recommended to include 

findings of fact within their decision making process. The following standards are prescribed by the 

City of Allegan Historic District Ordinance, Article 13 of the City of Allegan Code of Ordinances. 

Please consider each standard as a group and include these findings within the minutes for each 

application. 

 
PROJECT ADDRESS:  ______________219 Hubbard St.________________________ 
 
PROJECT TITLE: _________________Sign Installation__________________________ 
 

Sec. 13-57. Preservation standards. 

“The standards (Department of Interior Regulations, 36 CFR 67), pertain to historic buildings of all materials, 
construction types, sizes and occupancy and encompass the exterior related landscape features and the building's site 
and environment as well as attached, adjacent, or related new construction. The standards are to be applied to specific 
rehabilitation projects in a reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic and technical feasibility. 

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal change to the 
defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:  The property has historically been a retail storefront and will continue to 
do so. 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or 
alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:  No removal of historic material or characteristics is proposed. Added 
sign is minimally invasive to the historic façade. 

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. Changes that create a false 
sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features of architectural elements from other 
buildings, shall not be undertaken. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:  No such faux historic elements are proposed. Proposed sign is of 
aluminum composite with a decorative steel bracket.  

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their own right 
shall be retained and preserved. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:  No removal or changes in historic elements are proposed, only the sign 
addition. 
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5. Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a 
property [that] shall be preserved. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons: No removal or changes in historic elements are proposed, only the sign 
addition. Proposed sign is likewise composed of mostly quasi-historic 
elements (metals) which retains ore character than a contemporary vinyl 
equivalent would. 

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration 
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and 
other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated 
by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons: No deterioration is present nor being repaired or replaced. 

7. Chemical and physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall not be 
used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:  No chemical or physical treatments are proposed. 

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If such resources 
must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:  No archeological resources will be affected by the proposed project. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the 
massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:  New sign does not eliminate previous elements in any way. Sign is 
proportional to the building façade and does not clash with the existing 
character of the property. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed 
in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:  Bracket installation is likely to involved just two exterior screws, making 
little to no impact on the façade. 

11. Every reasonable attempt shall be made to preserve structures in a manner which requires minimal alteration 
to original building design. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:  The addition of the sign is necessary for the business’s functions, but 
no other additions have been unnecessarily proposed. Added sign is 
minimally invasive to the historic façade. 
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12. Construction or modification work shall not, except where necessary for purposes of safety or efficiency, nullify 
the distinguishing qualities of the property and its environment. The removal or alteration of architectural 
features of special historical significance shall be held to a minimum. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons: No such removals or nullifications are proposed, only the addition of the 
sign. 

13. Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced whenever possible. Repaired or 
replaced features shall duplicate original features. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons: No deterioration is present nor being repaired or replaced. 

14. New development, including exterior remodeling, shall: 

a. Respect the architectural and structural integrity of the historic district or site in which work is undertaken 
through sympathetic use of style, material and color; 

b. Respect the appearance of the streetscape as a whole by harmonizing the design and appearance of the 
facades of individual structures within the overall design and appearance of the streetscape. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply. 

Reasons:  The sign employs a color scheme that is not detrimental to the existing 
building façade, but not necessary complimentary. It is composed of 
quasi-historic materials and hangs from an aesthetically appropriate 
projection bracket.  

15. Unpainted aluminum and exposed concrete masonry, other than masonry foundations, which are not 
characteristic of historic districts and sites identified in this chapter are prohibited. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:  No unpainted aluminum or exposed concrete masonry is proposed for 
this project. 

16. The replacement of lost architectural features with the original feature or features similar to the original shall 
be strongly encouraged. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply. 

Reasons:  It is likely that projecting signs made of wood and metal once hung in 
the proposed location. The proposed sign would be filling the niche of 
these historic signs without causing great detriment to the property. 

17. The height, bulk and character of new structures shall be visually compatible with adjacent structures, as 
defined by the city zoning ordinance. 

The proposed project  _____ complies    _____ does not comply 

Reasons:  The proposed sign complies with the City of Allegan Zoning Ordinance. 









 


